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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The magazine entitled Swank June 2005 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

This classification is because the publication tends to promote and support the exploitation of 
young persons for sexual purposes. It does this by the inclusion of innumerable phone sex 
advertisements, and references, which imply that young persons are suitable and desirable sexual 
partners for adult men. While the magazine states at different points that the models depicted are 
aged 18 years and over, various other devices are used to encourage the reader to regard the 
women as being younger than this. Such devices include youthful looking women with their hair 
up in pigtails, posing in a child-like manner with accompanying text that accentuates their sexual 
availability. Presenting these images in such a manner encourages the reader to view the females 
depicted as young persons, and to be sexually aroused by these images. 

The classification of this publication interferes with the freedom of expression, as set out in sl4 of 
the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. This outcome is consistent, however, with Parliament's 
intention that publications falling under s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification 
Act 1993 are deemed to be objectionable. The classification is also a reasonable limitation on the 
freedom of expression that reflects the concern of a free and democratic society to limit the 
availability of publications that tend to promote and support the exploitation of young persons for 
sexual purposes. 
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